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-EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 11, 1987 
Local, Area, Metro 
CHARLESTON, I L--Maki ng a strong program better is a primary goa 1 
of Eastern Illinois University, President Stanley Rives said in his annual 
11 State of Uni versity 11 address. 
11 My major purpose, 11 Rives said, 11 is to call for a comprehensive 
review of the undergraduate educational program at this University ... 
The president said 11 having a strong, respected undergraduate program 
which is attracting more applicants than we can admit also makes the timing 
right--i.e., we have no reason for 'quick fix' repairs or need for incentives 
to attract additional students. 11 
Rives told faculty and staff that the Illinois Board of Higher Education 
has made 24 specific recommendations in the area 11 Which should be consulted 
and utilized in our institutional study ... 
Rives proposed creation of five task groups to make recommendations: 
Recruitment, Admission, Orientation and Retention; 
Institutional Goals, Governance,and Outcome Measures; 
Language Proficiency, General Education and the Major; 
Faculty Priorities, Classroom Creativity and Learning 
Resources; 
And, Campus Life Outside the Classroom. 
11 An undertaking of this magnitude, 11 Rives declared, 11 requires preside-
ntial leadership and active involvement of the faculty and the academic 
vice president as well as other administrators and students. 11 
The president said a preliminary target date for recommendations 
is the fall semester of 1988-89. 
-more-
add 1 
state of the university 
In touching on other aspects of the University, Rives told his audience 
that a 1987-88 operating budget increase of $4,328,900, or 10.9 percent, 
·has been recommended by the IBHE. The increase is the highest percentage 
increase among all state universities "and is the best operating budget 
recommendation this University has had in recent history." 
From the standpoint of ·enrollment, Eastern is rightly described as 
the most stable public university in Illinois, according to Rives. He 
also said there is a continuing attempt to improv~ the quality of student 
1 i fe. 
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